258                  HISTORY  OF EDUCATION IN GREAT BRITAIN
sent to both Houses of Parliament, only one petition in favour of
the proposals was received. As a result of the protests and the
parliamentary criticisms, Lowe postponed the issue of the Revised
Code until 1862. When it appeared, certain modifications had been
made. Originally children from three to seven were to have been
included in the examination, but now he had realised the absurdity
of this proposal. The training-college grants which were to have
been annulled were to continue for the time being. The Revised
Code would not apply to Scotland, and certain modifications were
made with regard to the amount and the conditions of grant. With
these exceptions, however, Lowe retained his general principles.
As he told Parliament, "I cannot promise the House that this
system will be an economical one, and I cannot promise that it will
be an efficient one, but I can promise that it shall be either one or
the other. If it is not cheap, it shall be efficient; if it is not efficient,
it shall be cheap." In its final form, the Code made two conditions
for grant: attendance, and results in examination. An attendance
was reckoned as two hours instruction in the morning or afternoon
and one and a half hours in the evening, but evening attendances
only applied to pupils over twelve years of age. A grant of 4s.
per scholar according to the average number in attendance through-
out the year at the morning and afternoon meetings of the school
would be paid, together with a grant of 2s. 6d. per scholar for the
evening meetings of the school. For children under six, a grant
of 6s. 6d. would be made subject to a satisfactory report from the
inspector. The remainder of the grant was to be dependent on the
result of the annual examination. Every scholar who attended
more than two hundred morning or afternoon meetings of the
school and passed the examination would earn a grant of 8s.
Evening scholars who attended not less than twenty-four evening
meetings and passed the examination would earn a grant of 5s.
If the scholar failed to pass the examination in reading, writing,
and arithmetic, the amount of 2s. 8d. was forfeited for each subject
in which he failed, and, in the case of evening students, Is. 8d. for
each subject failed in was deducted. The children were to be
grouped in six Standards and no child could be examined a second
time in the same Standard. The syllabus for the examination in each
of the Standards is reproduced in the table on the page opposite.
All girls must receive instruction in plain needlework. The
grant could be withheld or reduced if the inspector was not satis-
fied with the condition of the school, e.g. the school building must